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League Letter  

3rd Quarter  2023 

Open the Eyes of My Heart 
 
Many of us are familiar with a praise song titled “Open the Eyes of My Heart” which includes the phrase “I want to see 
you” and asks the Lord to “Pour out Your power and love”. Clearly the song is based on Ephesians 1:17-20 which is 
included below.  
 

…that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, (Ephesians 1:17-20, ESV) 
 
I often pondered the meaning of the phrase “open the eyes of my heart”. Finally, channeling Martin Luther, I asked, 
“what does this mean?” How can my heart have eyes? Thanks be to God for my Concordia Self-Study Bible! And, I 
have to say, the NIV version of this passage is much easier to follow. But I’ve gone with the LWML standard which is 
ESV. Here’s what I’ve gleaned… 
 
Paul is praying for the Ephesians. First, he asks for the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation. There’s the Holy Spirit again! 
And this time it is HE who is enlightening hearts. Then there are three things that Paul asks that the Ephesians would 
come to know: 
 
1. what is the hope to which he has called you,  

Because they (and we!) have the promise of eternal life 
2. what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and 

Because they (and we!) have the Holy Spirit as our comforter, teacher, intercessor, and a deposit guarantee-
ing our inheritance – talk about riches! 

3. what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe 
Because they (and we!) can count on the incomparable power of our Lord God Almighty 

 
And THEN, we learn that this “great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead” is also applied 
to US! How amazing is THAT!? That same amazing love is also described in these passages from Romans chapter 8: 
 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but 

gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things (Romans 8:31-32)? 
 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord (Romans 8:38-39). 
 
So, we ask that the “eyes of our hearts” will be opened to fully understand this unimaginable,     
immeasurable love that God has for us. May the joy of your salvation forever live in your hearts! 
 
Love you to pieces, 
President Candy 
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Are you ready for a change? 
 
 

In January of this year, I decided it was time for a change.  I had worked at an elementary school for  
eighteen years, but I felt I needed to do something different.  I turned in my resignation letter and at the end 
of May I walked out of the elementary school for the last time as an employee.  I had no idea what I was     
going to do but I knew God would lead me in the right direction.  He answered my prayer, and I will start my 
new job in July. 
 

Are you ready to make a change?  Do you attend your LWML group meetings and feel like you would like to be 
more involved?  Are you nervous that making the change from participating only in your local group to       
participating in the district as well is too big of a change?  I felt nervous changing jobs, but I know God is in 
control and is with me every step of the way.  There are many ways to participate besides running for an     
office.  We will need people to volunteer to be on district committees after the next district convention.    
Working on a committee can be fun and rewarding!  If you are interested, please email the district using the 
Contact Us form at www.midsouthlwml.org/contact-us.  
 

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the  
wilderness and rivers in the desert”  (Isaiah 43:19, ESV). 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

              Psalm 118:24 

Greetings dear ones, in the name of The LORD… 

Some of you may have, as I, recently returned from the LWML national convention, which was held in          

Milwaukee.  It was my first, and as with many such other gatherings, (national youth conventions, district   

conventions, etc.), it had it’s share of “mountaintop experiences”. The worship service, guest speakers,   

presentations from those who have received their grants, and what they accomplished with them, all really 

caused a swelling in my heart knowing that many of God’s people were served in many various ways by the 

workings of such small things as the gathering of “loose change” that then makes its way into a little cardboard 

box (or whatever else one may use to collect their “mites”), which then are gathered and  forwarded to be  

added together with others, forming funds then dispersed throughout the land, in service of those grants. All of 

which continue to show that same “as small as a mustard seed” understanding that “all things are possible with 

God” (Mark 10:27). 

But DO we need a “mountaintop experience” like this to motivate us to be in God’s will??? Of course not…every 

day that God gives us is evidence of His desire that we, as the Psalmist stated above, recognize that THIS 

DAY…EVERY DAY, is a day that God blessed us with, to live out as we should, in response to having received 

it…to being allowed to see the sun rise and feel the warmth upon our skin (well, this is a summertime          

devotion after all), and in as much as I am also writing this devotion after having enjoyed an early morning 

lung-full of post-rain morning air, to be refreshed by that additional blessing as well, adding to the experience 

of feeling alive and knowing how blessed I am to have been allowed to awaken this morning, knowing that 

again, as referenced above, THIS day, made by a loving God, holds all kinds of  opportunities to rejoice, and be 

of service to Him and His people, like writing this devotion, which I pray also reminds you of all the wonderful 

ways our God reveals Himself to all creation. 

So, enjoy the next “experience” you’re given as a result of God’s good and gracious will.  May it remind you, as 

you experience it, and more importantly RESPOND to it however that may be, remembering why you were 

blessed to receive it…because of His never-ending love for all His people. Now and forever…Amen! 

Blessings to all, 
Pastor Smith 
Email 

 Blessings. 
Jane Hubsch,  
1st. Vice President 
Email 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/contact-us/
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UNCONDITIONAL LOVE 

My niece had a baby boy in April and the entire family automatically fell in love with him.  That's the 
way it's supposed to be, right?  A baby joins the family and we immediately love him or her without 
even knowing anything about them.  Before they can show us they deserve our love, we gush over 
them.  I'm sure as he grows older, he'll do things we don't love, but we will always love him. 

That's exactly how it works with our Heavenly Father!!  God loves us unconditionally - with an Agape 
love - even though we continually do things He doesn't love.  In fact, Jesus died on the cross for our sins 
while we were still sinners.  But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us (Romans 5:8). God has known us since before we were born and knows are sinful nature but 
he still sent His son, Jesus, to bear our sins and the sins of the world so we might have a relationship 
with God and eventually spend eternity with Him in heaven.  We as humans have a hard time            
understanding this kind of Agape love.  We have a tendency to love conditionally and if someone hurts 
us, it's very common for us to "unlove" that person - even if it's just for a short time.   I don't think we 
as humans can love as God loves, but if we would see each other as God sees us - as brothers and     
sisters in Christ, made in His image - and treat each other that way, I know the world would be a better 
place.  

By the time this League Letter is sent out, the LWML convention in Milwaukee will be over.  I know it will 
be a mountaintop experience - as it always is for me.  We will set a new mission goal and find out which 
organizations will receive funding, we'll hear from missionaries from around the world, we'll elect new 
officers, including President, and see friends we only see at conventions.  I know we'll also lose some 
sleep and have long days, but it will be worth it!  If you didn't go to the convention, I hope you watched 
some of the sessions via livestream so you could have a mountaintop experience too!   

God's continued blessings to you and have a wonderful summer!!   

 
Serving the Lord with gladness,  
Diane Reimold 
2nd Vice President  

Email 
 

When God Calls You Home 

No one really likes to talk about death but as Sally Field stated in the movie Forrest Gump, "Dying's just 
a part of living."   If you have not made plans for your financial blessings when God calls you home or 
you want to   update or revise them, there is FREE help available through LWML's Gifts of Love         
Ministry. Linda Gage is the Gift Planning Counselor for our LWML Mid-South District 
(linda.gage@lfnd.org, 716-946-8111) and she would love to help you with this process.    

There are many options for making meaningful charitable gifts through estate planning and Linda can 
guide you in creating the best plan to meet not only your needs, but also the needs of your family or 
ministries you wish to bless based on your goals.  Some of the options are a Bequest (leaving a gift 
through a will, trust, or beneficiary designation), Donor-Advised Fund (an account to support the      
charitable organizations you care about while you are living and after you've gone to heaven), Personal 
Endowment Fund (provides a consistent stream of funding to ministries you love during your life or after 
death), Charitable Gift Annuity (a way to receive fixed payment for life and the remainder goes to the 
ministries you love), and a Charitable Remainder Trust (a tax-wise way of providing payments to family 
over a set period with the remainder going to ministry).  You can also support family and ministries 
through a beneficiary designation.   

Don't wait until it's too late to set up a plan to share your blessings with your family and ministries in 
the way you want.  By creating your estate plan ahead of time, you won't leave these decisions to 
your heirs in their time of grief.   

Specific gifts from your estate can also be made to individual organizations such as the LWML Mid-South 
District Endowment Fund.  This fund was approved at the 2020 LWML District Convention and has      
already reached the minimum principal value of $25,000 so we are able to use the interest for individual 
scholarships.  Any dollar amount can be sent to the Endowment Fund at any time to help the fund    
continue to grow.  Consider a donation in honor or in memory of a loved one or a LWML member, as a 
thank-offering for someone's birthday or anniversary, or as a special Thank you for all of God's       
blessings.  For more information or to donate to the endowment fund, go to midsouthlwml.org/
endowment-fund. 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/contact-us/
mailto:linda.gage@lfnd.org
http://midsouthlwml.org/endowment-fund
http://midsouthlwml.org/endowment-fund
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Celebrate the Lord of the Nations!  

I hope you are celebrating with your sisters in Milwaukee at the LWML convention this month. If not, 
will you join me in praying for those attending, the speakers, the offerings, the mission grants         
selected, and those elected to serve our Lord through the LWML. We serve a mighty God, He is Lord of 
all! 
 
I hope you are thinking about how you can serve in your local group or at your church or at the zone 
or district level. God is calling you and has given you unique gifts and talents to serve Him. Be willing 
to say YES! 
 
On the nominating committee, we are working to fill a ballot of candidates for President, First Vice 
President, Third Vice President, Financial Secretary, Nominating Committee and Pastoral Counselor. 
Responsibilities for each position are listed in the District Directives and By-Laws which can be found 
on the Mid-South LWML     website (www.midsouthlwml.org) under the ABOUT tab. 
 
The Lord of the Nations is calling, will you be willing to serve where He calls you? 
 
Serving Joyfully, 

Becky Grese, Chairman, Stephanie Rohrer Rebecca Maplesden 

Mission Grant Committee Update 
 

I cannot believe that it was a year ago in June 2022 that we met and chose our grants for the 
2022/2024 biennium.  This year has flown by.  During this year, we have paid 71% ($75,000) 
of our grants. 
 

We go into this coming fiscal year with 29% ($30,000) left to pay for our selected Grants.   
 
This past quarter we have paid for one grant which was paid in April.  This grant was for Hope House 
(Crisis     Pregnancy Center) for $8,000 to be used for a roof repair/replacement.  
 

Our next grant to be paid is $15,000 for “Cultivating Innovative New Ministry Programs” which is an 
LCMS         Mid-South District program.  I hope that we will have enough money in our budget to pay for 
this in July or August. 
 
This will leave the following grants to be paid: 
 

Concordia Seminary Ft. Wayne Financial Support for the Food Co-op to purchase food:  $2,500 
Financial Aid for Professional Church Workers (Last two installments):  $12,500 
 

Keep sending in those mites! 
 

The Grant Table can be found at the below link: 
 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org/grantinfo/grant%20table22.pdf 
 

We have completed revamping our Mission Grant Application.   This form, the Guidelines for Submitting 
the Grant Application, and a Photo Release form will be online by June 30.  If you have any questions 
concerning this new form, please contact us at our new email missiongrants@midsouthlwml.org.   I will 
be sending out additional information to the Zone Presidents in the next week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving our Lord with Gladness 

Sandra Arnold 

Third Vice-President 

Email 

Email 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/grantinfo/MissionGrantsTable.pdf
mailto:missiongrants@midsouthlwml.org
mailto:missiongrants@midsouthlwml.org.
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/contact-us/
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Special Focus Ministries Update  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader Development Update  

If you are like me and always trying to come up with new and innovative things to do to help with our 

group meetings, Bible studies, retreats, programs, reaching out to new women, retaining members, etc., 

then I hope you have discovered the LWML.org website and all of the resources that are available.  I kid 

you not, there are thousands on every subject that you can think of.   Spend some time searching topics 

and clicking on headlines and you will see what I mean.  These resources are not just articles to read, they 

also have things to print, things to share, many ideas and crafts and I could go on and on.  One thing 

might not work in your area, but another might.  We are all different but we all have one goal and that is 

to share Christ.  I promise you that the resources that you have available on the website will help you to 

do just that.  

If you find something that you use that you love and works well, please email me and share it!  I would 

love to hear from you.  We can learn from each other!   

Know that you can contact your Leader Development Team anytime you need help.    That is what we are 

here for.    

We hope to plan a Munch Bunch Meeting for the next quarter so be looking for information soon.   I pray 

that you will consider joining the zoom meeting to fellowship with those of us that are not so close in     

distance to each other.  It is our best way of staying connected. 

If you have ideas of what you might like a topic to be or something you would like to see done at a zoom 

meeting, please let me know.  My email is vleubanks65@gmail.com.  

Blessings to you, stay safe and cool!  

                          Mid South District Leader Development Committee 

                                                     Vicki Eubanks 

Summer time seems to get so busy doing things that we planned 

all winter.  I love summer and getting outside.  God's creation 

has such beauty and I find it empowering to take it all in!   It 

gives me time to  reflect  on the blessings I sometimes take for 

granted.   It also provides a time for me to realize that not all are 

so blessed and that I can be a part of helping someone else less 

fortunate.   I can share God's love by sharing Jesus with those 

that can't hear it like I do. 

Learning a few simple signs of American Sign Language can help 

to make someone who is hearing impaired to feel more         

comfortable.  The book that is pictured is a book that is used in 

preschool classes.   I experienced a preschool program at my 

grandson's school where the children did several songs using 

American Sign Language.  The kids did an excellent job and I was 

very proud!     

This summer try and find a time to unwind and enjoy God's    

creation and as you do so, ask God to show you what you can do 

to help?   

Mid South District Deaf Ministry Liaison/Special Focus Ministries 

Vicki Eubanks 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
https://www.lwml.org/home
mailto:vleubanks65@gmail.com.
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West Retreat Middle Retreat East Retreat 

September 15-17  September 22-24   October 6-8  

Mount Eagle Retreat  

Center   

Camp Garner Creek   Eagle Rock Retreat Center  

Home (mounteagle.org)  Home (campgarnercreek.org)  Home (eaglerockcamp.com)  

935 Beal Road   

Clinton, AR  

700 Sam Hollow Road  

Dickson, TN  

7143 Flats Road  

Tallassee, TN  

Registration Form – West  Registration Form – Middle  Registration Form – East  

Participation Waiver – 

West  

Participation Waiver – Middle    Participation Waiver – East  

Flyer – West (Color)  Flyer – Middle (Color)  Flyer -East (Color)  

Flyer – West (B&W)  Flyer -Middle (B&W)  Flyer – East (B&W)  

Faith LWML Tullahoma, TN  

Members hosted a brunch for the ladies of the congregation based on the theme "Pruning and Growing 

in God's Garden". Participants were encouraged to wear their gardening hats. After a meal of breakfast 

casseroles, fruit, assorted pastries, hot tea, and juices the ladies were entertained by a skit from the 

LWML website about 3 friends trying to start a Bible Study based on John 15:1-7. The table            

decorations included items used for gardening such as gloves, pruning clippers, pots, and flowers. The 

flowers were given away as table  prizes. All the ladies in attendance received a packet of flower seeds 

to remind them to "keep growing in Christ". 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Retreat-Page-Photo-2-Cropped.jpg
https://mounteagle.org/
https://www.campgarnercreek.org/
https://www.eaglerockcamp.com/
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatRegistration2023WEST.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatRegistration2023MIDDLE.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatRegistration2023EAST.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatWaiver2023LWMLMSDWEST.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatWaiver2023LWMLMSDWEST.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatWaiver2023LWMLMSDMIDDLE.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatWaiver2023LWMLMSDEAST.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatFlyer2023WESTColor.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatFlyer2023MIDDLEColor.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatFlyer2023EASTColor.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatFlyer2023WESTBW.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatFlyer2023MIDDLEBW.pdf
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/retreats/RetreatFlyer2023EASTBW.pdf
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You Are Strong in the Lord! 

On April 1, 2023 the East TN LWML Zone held their first Christian Life Spring Day Retreat at First   
Lutheran in Knoxville, TN. Two guest speakers from the National Alliance on Mental Health (NAMI) in 
Maryville, TN shared personal testimonies, information about mental health, its challenges, and tips 
for churches on how to show love and give support. Pastor Larry Rockmann led our Bible study     
centered around our theme, “You Are Strong in the Lord”. After a fabulous lunch Becky Grese, our 
Zone Vice President, shared “A Response to God’s Word” presenting what she has learned using the 
Visual Faith Ministry which was recently published in our Women’s Quarterly. Pastor Paul Becker led 
two heartfelt devotions which wonderfully tied our morning and afternoon sessions together. Between 
learning, singing, Bible study, skits, coloring, fellowship and great food we had a blessed and fun filled 
day. 

Submitted by, 

Susan Heitner 

Christian Life Chair East TN Zone 

Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 

On Sunday, April 16, Faith Lutheran Church’s Ladies Guild presented a 
check to JoAnn Carter, CEO of ChangePoint Pregnancy Center, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. Pictured left to right: Past President   Susan Peterson, 
Current President Veronica Detjens, and  JoAnn Carter   

Welcome Home of Chattanooga  
 

On March 26, 2023 at the end of service at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Welcome Home of Chattanooga received a mission grant check for $5000.00. 
The grant will be used for groceries for Welcome Home residents. Welcome 
Home's mission is to create a community of hope, healing, and compassion for 
those facing a serious illness or death and need safe shelter.Welcome Home is 
one of only two hospice homes in the state of Tennessee. They provide shelter 
and family-style care for those who need end-of-life care or cancer respite. 
 Kim Nosis, LWML Chattanooga Zone President, presented the grant to Sherry 
Campbell, Founding Director of Welcome Home, along with Pastor Christopher 
Sheets and Peggy Alsop, President of the Good Shepherd LWML. 

Pregnancy Resource Center  

A check for $5,000 was presented to the Pregnancy Resource Center in 
Maryville TN on December 15th.  These mites will be used for medical     
supplies such as pregnancy tests and ultrasounds. An early Christmas      
present for a much needed service in Blount County- thanks be to God!    
Pictured are Beth Ottinger, Development Director; Valerie Millsapps, CEO; 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
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Middle Tennessee Zone Happenings 

After our business meeting on February 13, the 
Women of Grace Lutheran Church,       
Murfreesboro, assembled fruit      baskets for 
some of our church family. In addition to fruit and 
other delicious goodies, we included a couple  
handmade   sentiments to let them know we were 
thinking of them. 

In May,  the Women of Grace Lutheran Church, 
Murfreesboro, once again collected baby items  
for the Veterans Affairs—Tennessee Valley Healthcare 
System Drive-Thru Baby Shower. Four full totes/
boxes, which included over 25 handmade baby    
blankets, were delivered to the VA!!! 

Good Shepherd Lutheran LWML-
Chattanooga What’s Your 80? On February 14th, 
2023, 80 blankets were given to the Chattanooga 
Community Kitchen for their homeless program. The 
Kitchen is now called the CHATT Foundation. Forty 
years ago they started as a kitchen feeding the     
hungry. Over the years they added services for the 
homeless such as shelter, clothing and counseling. 
They are a foundation of hope for those suffering 
homelessness.  

 
Chattanooga Zone Fall Rally- September 17, 
2022. A lovely and delicious “What’s Your 80?” cake 
served by the LWML ladies of First Lutheran of 
Cleveland, Tennessee.  

Chattanooga Zone Happenings 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
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LWML Spring Prayer Service Delivers Truckload of Baby Gifts 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League held the Middle Tennessee Zone Spring Prayer Service Saturday, April 
29, at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Nashville. Fifty-nine women from 10 churches attended the  meeting, which 
included a worship service and a baby shower to benefit Operation Saving Life, a pro-life women’s resource      
center in Nashville. 

The theme of the meeting was Psalm 139:13-14 - “For 
you have created my inmost being; you knit me     
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you  because 
I am fearfully and    wonderfully made; your works 
are wonderful; I know that full well.” What a perfect 
verse for a baby shower! 

Guest speaker Nikki Tigg, Program Specialist and Interim Executive Director of Operation Saving Life, explained to 
the group the mission of OSL: to show the love of Jesus Christ by offering practical support to meet the financial, 
spiritual, and relational needs of women who have considered abortion and chosen life for their babies. 

The meeting concluded with invitations to attend the 40th Biennial Convention in Milwaukee, Wis., June 22-25, 
2023, and the Mid-South District Fall Retreat at Camp Garner Creek in Dickson, Tenn., Sept. 22-24, 2023. After 
the meeting, the women (and Rolland, pick-up-truck-owning volunteer) enjoyed fellowship, laughter, and raffle 
prizes during a taco bar lunch. The raffle proceeds combined with the worship service offering totaled more 
than $1,300 to benefit Operation Saving Life! 

Attendees were asked to bring household 
and baby items to donate to Operation 
Saving Life, and the response was     
overwhelming, according to Tigg. The   
donated baby blankets, diapers, clothes, 
and cleaning supplies were too            
numerous to fit in the employees’         
vehicles!   Fortunately, a volunteer who 
owns a pick-up truck was nearby and 
came to the church and completely filled 
the bed of the truck with all the gifts. 

Mid-South District’s banner for the Milwaukee Convention  

Designed by Karl Krieg, son of Lyla Krieg who created it along with the help of    

Beverly Miller, both members of  Celebration LWML and the East TN Zone.  

The faces that look like flower petals represent the nations of the world as per the 

theme: "Celebrate the LORD of the Nations” and according to the theme verse 

Psalm 33:12-13: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people He 

chose for His inheritance. From Heaven the LORD looks down and sees all       

mankind.”  The ‘faces’ are constructed of cotton and the LORD’s face is of satin and 

each appliquéd on by hand. The lettering is ironed on and ‘MID-SOUTH’  and the 

‘rays’ which represent the LORD’s face shining on all nations were  hand-painted. It 

is lined with the same fabric as the front with quilt batting between.  

To God be the glory! 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
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LWML 2023 Convention – It’s a Wrap! 
 

The 40th biennial convention of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League was held in Milwaukee; June 22-25 
and it did not disappoint! Over 3,500  attendees enjoyed opening worship with communion, Bible study with 
Kaye Wolff, Friday Fest in the exhibit hall, a riverside mission walk, and much more. For all the details and to 
view the livestream video, go to www.lwml.org/2023-convention.  
 
District Caucus 
 

There were 64 registrants from the LWML Mid-South District and almost all of them attended the district    
caucus meeting. During this meeting information was shared and the three Young Woman Representatives  
received their YWR pin.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Banner Procession 

The LWML Mid-South District banner, designed and created by Lyla Krieg, was carried by district president  Candy 
Habich, and accompanied by Young Woman Representatives. 

L to R – RJ Acomb, President Candy Habich, Mary Buddenberg, Stephanie Jones 
 

 

Heart 2 Heart Sister Trainee 

Vicki Eubanks, district 4th VP over Special Focus Ministries attended the pre-convention Heart 2 Heart Sisters 
training. This program develops leaders who reach out to women of various ethnic groups to be sure they are      
welcomed and included by LWML groups. 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
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Dear LWML, 

Hello! My name is RJ Acomb, and I am a Mid-South YWR. I am excited to share that I will be a missionary with    
Mission of Christ Network serving alongside Stronghold Cambodia teaching English and spreading the Gospel to the 
impoverished children and families in Kampot, Cambodia. The plan is to ship me off this September!  
 
This is an exciting new step in my life and I invite you to once again join me in this journey! Here are a few ways 
you can do that:  
 
1. Sign up for my newsletter to stay connected on how God is working at Stronghold Cambodia by emailing me              

at rj.acomb@missionofchrist.org 
2.    Prayer.  
       •Preparing my heart for fundraising and living in Cambodia.  
       • For the Khmer people to be open to the Gospel.  
       • For Stronghold as they continue their mission in Cambodia.  
3. Currently, I am in the fundraising mode and I ask you to prayerfully consider supporting me financially. My     

annual goal is $23,000. A taxable donation may be given online: https://missionofchrist.org/rj-acomb/ or by 
check  payable to: Mission of Christ Network with my name on the memo line which can be dropped off in the 
church office. Of course cash is also welcomed.  

 
FUN FACT: MCN (Mission of Christ Network) is a Lutheran organization  
2 members of the board are former LWML Presidents  
3 Pastoral advisors which include a former LCMS president and two LCMS district presidents.  
Please check out the rest of the board members at: https://missionofchrist.org/board-staff/  
 
I am beyond excited, and I pray you join me on this journey. Blessings,  
 
RJ  

“For You have been a stronghold for the poor, a stronghold for the needy in distress, a shelter from the storm and 
a shade from the heat.”    Isaiah 25:4 

Our Mission 

is to boldly, intentionally and faithfully make known the light, 
love and peace of Jesus Christ, by word and deed, to those 

around the world who live in spiritual disbelief, darkness and 
despair. 

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
mailto:rj.acomb@missionofchrist.org
https://missionofchrist.org/rj-acomb/
https://missionofchrist.org/
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Check Presented to Hope House  
 
 

On April 16, a check for $8,000 was presented to the Hope House Crisis   
Pregnancy Center in Kingsport TN.  Hope House operates a maternity 
home,  transitional apartment housing as well as a community pregnancy   
resource center.  The grant money will be used for a much needed new roof 
on the maternity home.  On location at Concordia Lutheran Church, pictured 
from left;  Dorothy Edwards, CLC Society President and member of the      
District Mission Grants Committee; Teri Miller, East TN Zone President;      
Victoria Heinz, Hope House Director; and Candy Habich, LWML District     
President.  

After the grant check presentation to Hope House, Concordia Kingsport LWML wanted to 
understand how else we could serve our community through this wonderful              
ministry.  We discovered a "catch all" space in the back of the resource center that was 
in desperate need of organization (enter Jane Hillhouse).  Thanks to her expert       
planning and organizational skills, the center now has a very useful storage area for  
paper supplies, breast pumps and their supplies. Many thanks to Chuck Hillhouse 
(husband of LWML member Jane Hillhouse) and Geoff Dougal (husband of President 
Candy), for  installing the much needed shelving.  Jane used Thrivent dollars to       
purchase the shelving, drew up the plans, and with the men's muscle and a couple of 
cordless tools, made it happen!    

2024 LWML Mid-South District Convention 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars now to attend the 2024 LWML Mid-South District Convention in Memphis, TN on June 7-
9, 2024.  Our Friday sessions, Friday Worship Service. and Saturday sessions will be held at Christ The King 
Lutheran Church and our Saturday evening banquet and Sunday Closing Service will be held at the Hilton 
Hotel on Ridge Lake Blvd.  The Hilton Hotel is where we'll have a block of rooms reserved and is only 5 
minutes from the Church.   
 
Our theme is "Holy Spirit, Flow Through Me" and our theme verse is Revelation 22:1-2a.  Kaye Wolff will be 
our Keynote Speaker and Wendysue Fluegge will again provide our banquet entertainment.  We will offer 2 
Interest Sessions and an ingathering for LifeChoices in Memphis (a list of items will be provided).   
 
More information will be given as time gets closer so be sure to read the monthly E-News and League      
Letters.  The Convention Planning Committee looks forward to welcoming you to Memphis in June of 2024!!   
 
Diane Reimold  
Convention Chairman  

http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML
http://www.midsouthlwml.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSD.LWML

